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THEME: MPAs and Ocean Policies

Workshop: Marine Protection in the Eastern
Baltic: Whatis the status quo? Good practices,
ongoing challenges, and possible solutions

25 April 2024
11:00 - 12:45h
Halll
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Agenda

Setting the scene: Findings of HELCOM's State of the  Cecilia Nyman, Project coordinator
11:00 - 1:15 Baltic report - Status quo in the region in achieving the PROTECT BALTIC, HELCOM

30x10x30 targets
11:15 - 11:25 Interaction sli.do All
11:25 - 11:35 LIFE REEF - Latvian national initiative for reaching the Ingrida A.ndersone, Latvian Institute
' ' marine protection targets of Aquatic Ecology
The AlandSeaMap project - Aland good practice Karl Weckstrém, Abo Akademi
11:35 - 11:45 . : :
presentation University
PROTECT BALTIC, LIFE REEF, The
11:45 - 12:05 Panel session with Q&A AlandSeaMap project, pitches from
BLUE4ALL, MSP4BIO, Cool Blue
12:05 - 12:30 Interactive session - moderated discussions in break All
out groups
12:30 - 12:45 Reporting to the plenary and agreeing on the main All

action points
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Setting the scene: Findings of HELCOM's State
of the Baltic report - Status quo in the regionin
achieving the 30x10x30 targets
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CeciliaNyman, Project coordinator PROTECT BALTIC, HELCOM

Workshop: Marine Protection in the Eastern Baltic: Whatis the status quo? Good practices, ongoing
challenges, and possible solutions
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The Baltic Sea o

° Catchment area:

4x area of the sea

‘ 9 different countries
Population (catchment):
85 million

S,
; One of the most heavily used marine areas in the world
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Global challenges-regional solutions

Triple planetary crisis.

y GlObfﬂ B_iOdi\_/erSitV largets 30% of marine area under protection,
* EU Biodiversity Strategy 1/3 under strict protection, by 2030.

e Baltic Sea Action Plan
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. _ Marine Protected Areas
Current situation - the good &,

HELCOM MPAs
Natura 2000 sites

* First region in the world to reach the global 10%
target.

/s

e As of December 2022, the Baltic MPA network covers
approximately 16.5% of the Baltic Sea.

* Included in this are 178 HELCOM MPAs, amounting to -

/’
D
—
about 13.2% of the Baltic Sea. /L

TS a

4 HELCOM
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Baltic Sea Pressure Index

Potential cumulative pressure (Index value)

Current situation - the not so good wmw

W low:0,56

HA and PL

* Incomplete knowledge base for decision making and

designation.
* Gaps in governance. "~ ?}b
* Insufficient use of adaptive management. < 3 R
— P
B 96 - 100 .;,
* It took 30 years to get where we are, now we need to LTy
double it in 7 years. @, o B
* But it isn’t about getting to 30%, it's about getting there | 3‘ : )
in a way that actually provides the biodiversity benefits. ';‘_.‘f;g Ji r.;

F HELCOM
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Third HELCOM holistic assessment 2016-2021 - background

State of the Baltic Sea 2023

Second HELCOM Third HELCOM
Initial holistic holistic assessment holisticassessment
assessment 2011-2016 2016-2021
2003-2007 (HOLAS 1) (HOLAS 3)
2010 2018 2023

tat State of the
Baltic Sea Baltic Sea 2023 =
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What is the State of the Baltic Sea report?

Ratlfcic SSF The 2021 HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP) includes measures that HELCOM countries
ST have agreed on to halt the deterioration of the Baltic Sea environment.
|
e T

HELCOM carries out holistic assessments every six years to follow up on how well the
measures are functioning.

State of the
Baltic Sea 2023

The third HELCOM holistic assessment (HOLAS
3) focuses on the years 2016-2021.

The State of the Baltic Sea (2023) is a synthesis report based on a
wide range of assessment products produced within HOLAS 3.
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Five themes of the assessments

Biodiversity Eutrophication Hazardous
substances, marine

litter, underwater
noise and non-
Indigenous species

Spatial pressures
and impacts
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Biodiversity - Key takeaways

Pelagic habitats @ Benthic habitats @ Fish

Pelagic habitats - Biodiversity
I Good (2)

Moderate {17)
0 poor (5)
B Bad (1)

Ho results available (28)
I DE WFD: achieve (11}
I 0E WFD: fail (37)

Waterbirds

BOK
I 1.0 - 0.81(5374)
0.8 - 0.6 (48649)
0.5 - 04 {210030)
T 04 - 0.2 (102435)
B 0.7 - 019975}
I Loss (69169)
Not assessed {104723)
— HELLOM subbasin division line

Confidence

I tisn

Moderate

Low
ot assessed

K HELCOM

Integrated Biodiversity Status Assessment -
Waterbirds

BQR

B 1o0-08(0)
08 -0.6(0)
106-04(0)
I 04-02(7)
. -<02(0)

1 Not assessed (0)

Confidence
B High
71 Intermediate
O low

71 Nat assessed

4 HELCOM

Integrated Benthic Status Assessment

- HELCOM

©) Marine

mammals

Commercial fish integrated assessment results

BQR

B 10-08(1)
[ 08 -0.6(0)
[C106-0.4(2)
[ 0.4 -0.2(8)
B =<021(2)

[ Not assessad (0)

EQR

N 1.0-08(1)
[ 108-06(1)
[106-04(9)
[ 0.4- 0.2(1)
o2 -0(10)
[T Not assessed (35)

—
Y ST £
:%ﬂ} IS
By LA
s
Confidence
Confidence B High
I High . Intermediate
| Intermediate Not assessed
Low

lot assessed

& HELCOM

Overall seal integrated result map

BOR

B 1.0-08(0)
0.8 - 0.6 (0)
[]0.6-04(1)
W 0L-02(2)
B =<0.2(3)

[ 1 Not assessed (0)

Confidence
. High &
[ Intermediate
[ 1 Low

[ 1 Not assessed

F HELCOM

Coastal fish integrated assessment results

¢ Eu

\ " 4" RESTORE OUR OCEAN & WATERS

& HELCOM

Harbour porpoise integrated results

EQR
. 1-038(0)

[ 0.8-06(0)
[ 0.6 - 0.4 (5)
I 0.4 -0.2(0)
. =<02(12)

[ Not assessed (0)

Confidence

I High

71 Moderate
Low

& HELCOM

Funded by

the European Union

Biodiversity
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Biodiversity — status by topic

@ & @ ©O

Pelagic habitats do
not have good
status in any open
sea subbasin.

Benthic habitats
generally do not
have good status in
the southern Baltic
Sea, while their
status is good in
open sea areas in
the northernmost
subbasins.

For fish, only 4/15
assessed
commercial stocks
have good status.

Waterbirds
generally do not

have good status.

Marine mammals
exhibit not good
status in the
Baltic Sea.

¢ ru |
MR RS TORE OUR OCEAN & WATERS |

Food webs: Major
changes in the
abundance and

biomass of
species, driven by
human pressures,
have been
associated with
changes in the
food webs of the
Baltic Sea.

Funded by
the European Union

Biodiversity
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Hazardous substances, marine litter, underwater
noise and non-indigenous species - Key takeaways _ s

substances, marine

litter, underwater
noise and non-

indigenous species

Hazardous substances Marine litter Underwater noise Non-indigenous species

Integrated Contamination Status Assessment Baach liter
Status i Indicator substances
) Indicator substances (groups) assessed (gnl:ups) in:lude:: GES
I High (9) I substances (groups) achieve threshold ﬁgggn Bl Achieve (4)
[ Good (b) I substances (groups) fail threshold Benz;(a)pyrene B Achieve' (1) N IS/ CS
] Moderate (6) Substances (groups) not assessed élno(:rr:;:::ne B Fail (1) SPL -
— Non-dioxin-like P(Bs Not d (1
Poor (7) l)inxinlanrljniulaxin—likeF(Bs | (TaSSCSSe 2 iB ref 1uPa?
PFOS Locations of dB ref 1pPa
I Bad (31) Mercury : 1/3 octave
Cadmium monitored beaches AN
Lead
Cesium-137 o [Irendanalyses and Viridis
T8t median values (71)

Copper

Median values only (27)

Excluded because of
100 few surveys (30)

~N
K :

BLUES

30

Confidence
B tieh
[ Moderate

| Low

1990's I
2000's I

-k e A NN W
NBE2EODODOODON OO
Number of new species
= (Y [}S) 8] w
(=] w o wn o w [=]
<1860's NEE——
1880's ———
1900's ——
1920's
1930's ——
1950's
1960's I
1970's TEE——
1980's I

1890's mm
1910's mm
1940's

1860's mm
1870's m

2010-2015 I ——
2016-2021 N———

4 HELCOM
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Hazardous substances, marine litter, underwater
noise and non-indigenous species— status by topic e

litter, underwater

noise and non-
indigenous species

Hazardous substances Marine litter Underwater noise Non-indigenous species
Majority of the Baltic Sea 11/16 sub-basins show not good is below threshold for marine Good status for non-
show bad or poor status. status for beach litter. Two sub- mammals but exceeded threshold for indigenous species was not

However, there are basins indicate improving masking for 9 out of 17 assessment achieved.
decreasing trends in environmental conditions. 1 sub- units for fish, although not for fish
concentrations of several basin shows a deteriorating behavioural disturbance.

substances. littering trend.
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Eutro o h | Cati on- Lr;tatiggated eutrophication
Key ta keawa yS E%gg‘:rate s Eutrophication

I Poor

I Bad
] Not assessed

Confidence

B High
|| Moderate
[ I Low
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In summary: the state of the Baltic Sea
ecosystem has not improved

State of Baltic Sea pressures and biodiversity 2016-2021 ,j» HELCOM
i Futrophication INTEGRATED ASSESSMENTS
Ll
o Commercial fishing [0 N B o
Loss Not assessed

Benthic habitats I - .

Pelagic habitats .
t For the following topics included in
T Coastal fish _ . the holistic assessment no
E integrated assessment was done:
= seals [ Marine litter
(=] :
=) Non-indigenous species

Waterbirds
0 % 20 % 40 % 60 % 80 % 100 %

of km?
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Regional measures are working

Reduction of nitrogen input achieved in 2020 Reduction of phosphorus input achieved in 2020
since the reference period 1997-2003 | since the reference period 1997-2003

Total Baltic Sea

Total Baltic Sea

Bothnian Bay

J

Bothnian Bay

oo

Bothnian Sea Bothnian Sea

-24% -10%
l Gulf lj Gulf
l _17% of Finland l _49% of Finland

Gulf Gulf —
of Riga | 0% of Rigal -27%

l Baltic Proper l -11% Baltic Proper
Kattega Kattega

= |

Danish Straits Danish Straits

l -22% ' -18%

- Significant decrease of input - Significant decrease of input
MNon-significant decrease of input

Non-significant decrease of input
100km E—

100 ke
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Now that we know, where do we go?

National work in
HELCOM countries is at
the core of
implementing the
Baltic Sea Action Plan
and improving the
health of the Baltic
Sea.

<”

The third HELCOM
holistic assessment
highlights the
importance of
measures to
strengthen Baltic Sea
biodiversity.

Achieving a healthy Baltic
Sea ecosystem requires
measures both to limit the
extent and intensity of
current human-induced
pressures and to protect
and restore species and
habitats.

An urgent need to
equip our shared Baltic
Sea ecosystem with the
capacity to withstand
the future effects of
climate change.

Funded by

¢
EU L the European Union

\ " 4" RESTORE OUR OCEAN & WATERS

A central task for HELCOM
is to incorporate current
knowledge developments in
an ecosystem-based
management framework
that promotes the
sustainability of the Baltic
Sea region through
cooperation at national,
regional, and global levels.
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Thank you!

https://stateofthebalticsea.helcom.fi

Picture by Aino Ahvo
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LIFE REEF - Latvian national initiative for
reaching the marine protection targets

Ingrida Andersone & LIFE REEF team

Workshop: Marine Protection in the Eastern Baltic: Whatis the status quo? Good practices, ongoing
challenges, and possible solutions

Valsts regionalas
MTUME[I{H} attistibas agentura pamd

LATVIJAS
HIDROEKOLOC}IJAS g BIOR

INSTITUTS

A ¢ ru 5 ]
: ONS MRS~ RESTORE OUR OCEAN & WATERS

2nd MISSION ARENA
25-26 April 2024 | Riga, Latvia
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History of Latvian MPAs

* Fish spawning and nursery areas
* Fish feeding grounds
» Waterbirds feeding grounds

 Nutrient regulating and carbon
sequestering ecosystem services
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MSP and MPAs: identification of research
areas with unknown natural value in EEZ

 Elevated sandbanks »ny
(protected habitat 1110) in . "
the EEZ?

™ N\ 37

™ . e

* Potential wind, wave
energy, oil extraction or
aquaculture sites?

J v
A43 k ‘///' APZIMEJUMI:
o % Seék|u teritorijas

A Monitoringa stacijas

e Result: LIFE REEF project

LEGEND Teritorialo Gdenu

PLANNED USE PRIORITIES

53 Areas reserved for
T1- connection t
T2- connection t
T3- transit cross

B 3 Military interest are

Investigation area
(B1, B2, B3; B4, B!

(% %> Research area for

= i B =B

., Corridor of perspe«
(K1; K2; K3; K4, K!

Data sources: VAS “Latvij

robeza
— Ipasi aizsargajamas
/74 jaras teritorijas
@ Ostas

Latvijas ekskluzivas
ekonomiskas zonas
aréja mala

Latvijas Republikas
sauszemes robeza

Sékju dzijlums (m):

.10

__
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>/.’

"/’ 3 5 - I ——— __‘
» "/’/ Ainazi - /
\ & § ] Salacgriva ‘
“ % ﬁ Irbes éaurums T\
’ = l =~ 3 \ RL A piekraste
" b = Rigas li%a o—

Zsdebieku 5ok rietdmu piekraste Vittupe ; T0ja
égelnie &kl .

Y,

\‘r,. Selga uz rigtumiem
?’." no Tajas
: : 4
Alku Sé_k:lS.‘ el & A s y
A v UZava P
.“w,;_s A t
wor' d -
< Sy
&
Akmensrags v
o’
e |
ey Y Nida-Pérkone =S
Papes kalva % | APZIMEJUMI:
s | Visas AJT
Smilsu sékli (1110) (04/04/2023)
0 20 40 80 km I Rifi (1170) (04/04/2023)

* |nvestigations show predominantly

nealthy reef habitats (1170)

* Rich fish and bird communities

* Complex, diverse habitats with no
sign of invasive fish species
influence!
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Towards 30/10

Choice of 10% zone according to
ecosystem services

New challenges?

[ | LIFE REEF project areas

[ mPas
vértigas teritorijas
‘ | | - lespéjamas 10% zonas
| l | | |
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Challenges in the coastal zone

MPAs are area-based nature conservation measures that
imply local management...

..While the main enemies are not
local:

* Eutrophication

* |[nvasive species

« Hazardous substances

‘ “ N\
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Challenges in EEZ zone

MPAs are area-based nature conservation measures that
imply local management...

- Eutrophicaton | SN T o <

VAT I RA

NGVADS
L IMBAZL
NOVARS

* Wind energy

Hetul

Siq]
SIGUI DAS
NOVADS

A“:"" E‘
R‘Ur' ~
TN

DS M‘ OGRES q
1 B NOVADS

\m

Saldus

PDABRCITS

SALDUS

£ NOVADS = A2
NOVADS IFTGAVAS AN .
NouARST | BAKAS
DITNVIEKURZCMIS — i peapian s ue
NOVADS 0L AN
Muzsikiai E teritorijas (JP) REEF izpétes teritorija
B teritorijas (JP) ‘: Eso3a aizsargajama
teritorija ]
.. ELWIND o
----- o [ paredzeta i 1 Paplasinama AJT
AP ALBEREE darbibas teritorija |
60 I lclsiai , J [0 10% zona
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Solutions?

» Mitigating eutrophication by
effectively implementing WFD Anew geographical frame:
River Basin Management Plans The river basin

and nutriet reduction targets set V

by the Baltic Sea Action Plan _ _ o
4 innovative objectives:

Central role of aquatic life @ @

Good water and ecosystem quality 5
Public participation in water management activities
Recovery of costs for water services i

V

One main tool:

The river basin management plan (RBMP)
» What are the significant issues in the river basin? rBMP
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Solutions?

* Controlling invasive species by effective fisheries management

=
~ 300
o
Q]
I
S 10.0 =
S 10,
a00 = =
B2 12 wn
= 3 30-
ﬁ S
T 600 - o
= S 1.0+
=
>
£ )
< e,
300 = S 03
[
Re)
—
ég 0.1 =
ad oo 0 046 0.4 1932383 o
(@)
T T T T T T T T T [l
2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 2021 ! ! ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ! ' !

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
Year

Healthy mussel communities Overgrazing Regrowth of mussels Return of macroalgal
communities
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Solutions?

« Effective communication
 Close cooperation between
science and industry
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Thank you for attention!

1°C warmer

' than befor®: "‘v"a,;-':"':: Q P
= in @ chengi
il g j % {

Cooperation CLIMATE green scalge vl
between institutions t@(?srx@ﬁﬂf}s»,; fud 5 my bt

n (_Od is gohe

oh they have pwl ERETP i pfer ty
U '\ .
‘QX::?:&:‘!';;“Q! of tuna fish.

et 3 (¥ 2 J. 2 =
reevaluation

LATVIJAS
HIDROEKOLOGIJAS | BIOR
INSTITUTS > s ot ey o

- Valsts regionalas Dabas aizsardzibas

NATURA 2000 attistibas agentira parvalde

C
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The Aland Islands - Good practices for
marine protection

Karl Weckstrém, Abo Akademi University

Workshop: Marine Protection in the Eastern Baltic: Whatis the status quo? Good practices,
ongoing challenges, and possible solutions

¢ ru B
HArena MRS~ RESTORE OUR OCEAN & WATERS
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Introduction

- Aland is an autonomous region of Finland

* The archipelago region comprises one R
main island and 6 700 smaller islands

30 359 inhabitants

1554 km? land and 11770 km? water

* |n 2019, 3% of the sea was protected

@ Riga

0 250 500 km
[ | —

Aland coastal sea

e The Government of Aland and Abo JR— e
Akademi University have collaborated on O
water-related research since 1961 /%
Abo Akademi

University
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Projects ) A

WSO
* Husb blologlcal station projects (2022-2023)

mﬁ\lands

o
/...,%M\m landskapsregering :$=:

University

. Mapplng of Natura2000 habitats (2017-2018)

19
0
<
TToN

/;6 &% Alands
IAN Iandskapsregerlng

University

Aland

. AIandSeaMap (2019 2023) 4 SeaMap
/%,,\ 1 3 Bait

 LIFE-IP BIODIVERSEA (2021-2029)

(A

\L //BIODIVERSEA

® Survey points

Aland open sea

——
NATURA 2000

0 20 40 km
Aland coastal sea | | |
LIFE-IP BIODIVERSEA (LIFE20 IPE/FI/000020)
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Background

o We cannotprotect what we do not know - The Finnish Inventory Programme for
Underwater Marine Diversity

* Science-based marine conservation and managementis possible but data-hungry

E\N

?
T o3 :

i . . . i ’ - - . . - “ - ra \ 2 ? " — ] y . : - —
v = ‘- v : f | -y : e R - 4 ] i L
- o FRER A @ T A T e TR . o
" \ - ‘ ; \ y P A } & 2 y ‘ : - ‘ . : R
g ’ S \ -

g 1
y

N . tk V¥ ' '
e What do we know? . ~® Whatdowe need to know? - %7 WAL S Gl s
~ . knowledge?

e | ] B
~ Collation .an-d evaluation of ‘ Identifying knowledge 3 ¥  Planning and executing
existing data \ gaps s : :
e , underwater inventories

—— & o .
. = e A
: . z i - /] ’ P et w "1'«': SRS "}" > ;‘ 5 4 T ‘:' ""‘I’ .. . g
. 7 AN > N ol ..V 4 Y
- e & . i o G - o R \ " , T A y \a AN g F
* 3 _8 y g . 4 v “ 7%’ . : - + , ‘-‘r - ﬂ\ . L b s . 3
Fucus @J/osusby Petra Arola, Aland - Mg e 4P 4 g - A TR :
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Methods R

/ — p—

Dive transects

Snorkelling transects
i Lower-resolution,

habitat-level data

Marxan site selection
analysis

High-resolution,
species-level data

Species
distribution
models

sa|gelden
|eluUsWuUolIAUg

, __
Human-

induced
pressures

e —

Human
interests

e o e o e e e e e e M e e e e e e e
o o . T O S S S S B R S B B G B B S G e S B e e e O

o o o o o e o o e o o

:---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------: Abo Akademi
University
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* 36 nature values considered
v" Protection targets (%) were defined according to national

and international assessments

« 16 human activities considered

- n {4 1 o 3 P » v s . 1 L . 5 ..
‘/ 9 |nC|Uded aS a COSt Iayer Aurelia aurita, Ceramium tenuicorne, and Mytilus spp. by Petra Arola, AlandSeaMap

v 7 defined as "lock-out” areas

« Three scenarios (A, B, & C) were devised
A. Only nature values considered

B. Nature values + human activity + MPAs

C. Nature values + human activity + MPAs + ownership Chors fomenioss by Petra Arola, AlandSeatan /%

Abo Akademi
University
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}N\ Scenario A }N\ Scenario B }"‘\ Scenario C
Frequency (%) Frequency (%) Frequency (%)
0-10 0-10 0-10
11 =20 11-20 11-20
. 21-30 B 21 - 30 . 21-30
R 31-40 BN 31-40 B 31-40
B 41-50 B 41-50 B 41 -50
B 51-60 B 51 -60 B 51-60
I 61-70 B 61-70 . 61-70
. 71-80 B 71-80 I 71-80
B 31-90 0 20 40 km B 81 - 90 0 20 40 km — 5] 0 20 40 km
B 91- 100 | | | B 91 - 100 | | | B 91- 100 | | |
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}N\ Scenario A

1134 km?2
14,6 % of coastal waters
9.6 % of total water area

MPA

[ ] MPAs 2019
SOLUTION

Not selected

I Scelected

40 km

)N\ Scenario B

1283 km?2
16,5 % of coastal waters
10,9 % of total water area

MPA

[ 1 MPAs 2019
SOLUTION

Not selected

B Sclected

20

40 km

)N\ Scenario C

1303 km?2
16,7 % of coastal waters
11,1 % of total water area

MPA

[ 1 MPAs 2019
SOLUTION

Not selected

I Scelected

20 40 km
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New MPAsS

N a New MPA
A B mPA (2021)
® * Coastal water
¢ o -~ E a
 Approx.4000 ha new protected area
v' Storklyndan naturreservat, 795 ha (a) “ : :
v Storskar - Kalharan, 2088 ha (b, left) W
v' Hemmingsharsfjarden, 806 ha (b, right) - L4 =N
v' Stornaset naturreservat, 270 ha (C) 0 15 30 60km ¥ < 0 1 2 4km
b C
o 3 6 12 km o 1 P8 4 km O
KékararchipelgobyPatrikStéhI,AIandSeaMap / >< \
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Concept

The approach ensures that nature values are
represented

v All targets met, no prioritization

Comprehensive solutions for large planning areas
Creates a solid base on which to develop the MPA
network

Can be updated

Results support ecosystem-based management:
v Maritime Spatial Planning

v' Restoration planning

{-'ucus vesiculosus, Zostera marinaand a charophyte meadow by Karl Weckstrom,
AlandSeaMap O

v Environmental permits /%

Abo Akademi
University
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Lessons learned and
challenges ahead

* Tools are now available

* Close collaboration with regional managers
and locals is essential

* Maps are powerful tools

« Management guidelines needed yesterday

* Private ownership, voluntary protection
measures, and OECMs need considering

* Marine nature values are difficult to evaluate FNEEEEEE 7
for the public - ocean literacy is key ‘ o

Abo Akademi
University
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% r~»Photo by Tony Cederberg
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Petra Arola, AAU ° All fieldworkers, AAU, Special thank you to
Charlotta Bjé')rkll:lnd, AAU/ ALR T Patrik Stahl, Floriaan Eveleens Maarse and
Linn Engstrém, AAU Tony Cederberg, AAU Susanne Vavare, ALR Johan Malmberg

, g Alands |
Qv L landskapsregering
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Panel session with Q&A:
PROTECT BALTIC, LIFE REEF, The AlandSeaMap
project, pitches from BLUE4ALL, MSP4BIO0,

Cool Blue

D Om
ne

CN

cn‘:vm

20 min

Workshop: Marine Protection in the Eastern Baltic: Whatis the status quo? Good practices, ongoing
challenges, and possible solutions
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PANELISTS

Francisco Barboza, UTARTU

Paul Trouth, HELCOM

Ingrida Andersone, Latvian Institute of
Aquatic Ecology

Karl Weckstrom, Abo Akademi University
Maija Viska

Agne Lukoseviciene

BLUE4ALL/MSP4BIO
PROTECT BALTIC

LIFE REEF

AlandSeaMap project

COOL BLUE

IGNITIS
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Interactive session - moderated discussions in
break out groups

25 min

Workshop: Marine Protection in the Eastern Baltic: Whatis the status quo? Good practices, ongoing
challenges, and possible solutions
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Action points

1. Include all stakeholders in the MPA processes, in particular from currently
underrepresented sectors such as industry/business (e.g. extractive sector), local
communities and fisheries.

2. Provide more funding for stakeholder involvement in the MPA establishment and
management.

3. Empower the local communities through co-management schemes on the
establishment, management, and monitoring of MPAs

4. Coordinate the design of local and regional conservation and restoration actions to
guarantee their successful implementation.
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Discussion questions

1) What are the other challenges faced when designing MPAs? What can we do to prevent
this in addition to the ongoing work in existing projects/initiatives? Any other good
practice to be replicated and transferred?

2) Many activities in the region on reaching the MPA coverage targets and their effective
management. What else is needed? Maybe related to Finances? Monitoring of MPA
effectiveness? Policy?

3) Effective MPA management solutions, existing case studies/practices to be upscaled?

4) Involvement of ALL, in particular local communities and citizens - are the ongoing
projects covering all the needs? What else is needed? Which sectors are missing? Additional
good practices?

5) Suggestion for a next MPA project.
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THANK YOU!

Workshop: Marine Protection in the Eastern Baltic: Whatis the status quo?
Good practices, ongoing challenges, and possible solutions
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