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Final Session - Voting on the Arena 3 Roadmap

Date: Wednesday, 27 November 2024
Theme: Mission Ocean & Waters

Final Session Summary

The final session of the third Mission Arena brought together Arena participants to discuss
and vote on the final action points which emerged during the workshops that took place
during the two days in Amsterdam. The final session began with an introduction by Angela
Schultz-Zehden (SUBMARINER Network), who introduced the concept of the final
assembly and described the importance of the action points for shaping the future of the
blue economy in the North Sea region.

The final assembly then continued with an interactive slido in which participants first
provided information about their demographics (country of origin, professional
background, age, and experience at the Mission Arena) and then had the opportunity to
vote on the action points produced during the Mission Arena. Voting on the action points
was based on presentations by rapporteurs representing the seven themes of the
conference.

Alex Ziemba (Deltares) was the first rapporteur to speak, presenting on the results of the
Offshore Wind/Multi-Use workshops at the Arena. In the end, the top action point in this
topic was to simplify regulatory frameworks and establish one-stop shots for multi-use
projects.

Next, Mariana Mata Lara (SUBMARINER Network) spoke on the four workshops which
focused on Marine Protection & Restoration, highlighting the importance of stakeholder
engagement, the dangers associated with climate change and the disruptions it will bring,
and the necessity of centralising marine protection in the future. In the end, the top action
point within this theme focused on increasing funding for marine protection and
restoration.

The final assembly continued with input from David Whyte (MaREl), who highlighted the
key themes discussed during the citizen engagement & education workshops including
increasing the diversity of actors engaged with the blue economy, supporting uptake of
blue economy jobs, and improving ocean literacy both inside and outside the classroom.
The top action point in this theme was to integrate ocean literacy more into formal and
informal educational activities.
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Next, Efthalia Arvaniti (SUBMARINER Network) presented on the results of the four
workshops related to blue bio resources. In particular, she highlighted that sustainable
performance of blue resource usage needs to be increased and assessment processes
should be clarified. This will require better modeling and data, as well as a focus on putting
sustainablity first. The top action point under the topic of blue bio resources was to
harmonise Life Cycle Assessment methodologies in the blue bio economy.

The final assembly then passed to Marjoleine Nascimento da Silva-Karper (Netherlands
Enterprise Agency) who spoke on the four governance workshops at the Mission Arena,
highlighting the need to increasing collaboration and knowledge-sharing between
stakeholders in a sea-basin approach. In the end, the top action point for governance was
focused on better coordination between all countries around the North Sea in Marine
Spatial Planning processes.

Marijn Rabaut (Blue Cluster) then took to the stage to present the results of the business
support workshops, focusing on the need for improved legal assistance for businesses and
the importance of cooperation with existing sectors such as shipping and energy for
emerging businesses. The top action point in business support as voted by the audience
was simplifying regulations and permitting processes for businesses.

Finally, Frans Sjolander (Stockholm Environment Institute) spoke on the two workshops
focusing on secure & digital oceans. In particular, he highlighted the need for increasing
both the amount of data being collected, as well as improving data sharing within and
across basins. The top action point in this topic was focused on enhancing collaboration
between and within government agencies and the private sector.

In the last part of the final assembly, John Bell (DG RTD), Frode Dal Fjeldavli (Sustainable
Blue Economy Partnership), Olivier Fourneaud (GNSBI), Eef Silver (North Sea Council) and
Maris Stulgis (DG MARE) had the opportunity to relfect on the Mission Arena and the
action points in a panel discussion. Some of the main points discussed by the panel were:

e Improving interaction with the public and increasing ocean literacy.

e Having a cross-border and cross-sectoral discussion and building on existing fora.

e |dentifying the main challenges that stakeholders face and developing a common
approach to address these concerns.

e Developing new business models and sectors with positive environmental effects.

e Facilitating licensing through cooperation between all levels of government.



