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Blue Horizons for Young 
Wavemakers

27 November, 13:45-15:30

Hall 3

Exploring Career Pathways in the Blue Economy

Organised by Blue Bio Techpreneurs
Organised by 
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COORDINATED 
BY 

More Info 
Katharina Kurzweil

kk@submariner-network.eu
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Follow us on 
LinkedIn!
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HACKATHON WINNING TEAM
Hiba Jasmin Visaliyil,

Master’s degree in Aquaculture, Environment and Society

Martyna Janas,

Bachelor in Oceanography

Thiviya Nair

PhD Student in Aquatic Diseases & Coastal Reef Management

Maksymilian Ananiew Master in Management Strategy and

Innovation

Arno Vanheule

Business Economics at the KU Leuven in Belgium

Sigmar Gunnarsson

Founder Eat Myt ApS
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Research at (a) University 
of Applied Sciences

27 November, 14:25-14:35

Hall 3

Pascalle Jacobs, HZ UAS
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Intro 36 UAS in the Netherlands
Education and Research
732 professorships (lectoraten) (in 2022)
260M euro (in 2018)

Financed by:
1. Ministry Education, Culture and Research
2. Subsidies 
3. Local government, business, ….



3rd MISSION ARENA
26-27 November 2024 | Amsterdam

Applied Research

-Starts with a question from practice

-Co-creation between education, research and 
professional practice

-Research for and with professional from practices and 
performed by researchers with students 

-In regional networks, multidisciplinary and short cycles

-Bridges the gap between fundamental science 
and society
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Aquaculture in Delta Areas

HZ University of Applied Sciences

Lector
Research coordinator
Sr. & jr. researchers (5.6 fte)

Low trophic aquaculture

Research lines
-Production optimalisation
-Production prediction
-Nature inclusive aquaculture
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Production optimalisation
Topic: Improve oyster cultivation

Question: Methods for off bottom larvae catchment?

Method: Compare methods for attachment, growth, survival

Monitor env. parameters & larval abundance

Execution: HZ Aqua

Collaboration: Trade association, 7 oyster farmers, MBO Scalda, RVO,

Ministry LVVN, French farmers, CRC Bretagne

Finance: SIA RAAK MKB
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Production prediction
Topic: Offshore mussel production

Question: Near real time insight in state of the mussel culture?

Method: Development of prediction model

Execution: HZ Aqua & Data Science, Water Insight

Collaboration: HVHL Marine Governance, mussel farmers, trade association,

MBO Scalda & Firda, RVO

Finance: SIA DMO
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Nature inclusive aquaculture
Topic: Combine oyster culture and nature restoration

Question: How to construct a submerged oyster reef with a combined benefit for aquaculture

as well as biodiversity?

Method: Lab experiments

Monitor larvae and model movement

Monitor biodiversity using traditional and novel methods

Develop eDNA method for tidal areas

Execution: HZ Aqua, UAS Leiden,

Collaboration: Trade association, oyster farmers, government,

nature organizations, NIOZ, Naturalis,

St. Anemoon, CRC France, DTU Denmark

Finance: SIA RAAK PRO

Floor Driessen, Waardenburg Ecology
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Thank you
Feel free to contact me:

pascalle.jacobs@hz.nl

mailto:Pascalle.jacobs@hz.nl
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CAREER PATHWAY: 

MARINE SCIENCE & COMMUNICATION

27 November, 14:35 -14:45

Hall 3

Françoise Meyer - Oceanographer
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Beginning a career in Oceanography
• Experience in European Research institutions

• Skills:
- Technical proficiency:

data analysis, programming (Python, MATLAB),
scientific writing & presentation, marine cartography

- Operational skills:
equipment deployment, data collection & data management

• Opportunities through international conferences:
EGU General Assembly 2024
APOCEAN (national oceanographic meeting Portugal)
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Communicating as a scientist
Scientific dissemination

• Informing decision makers
• Understanding levels of 

communication 
• Working hand in hand between the 

scientific board and the 
communication team

High-Level event with the IOC-UNESCO

• Project management: event & 
promotional video

• Fostering exchanges between NGOs, 
research institutions and decision 
makers

https://ocean-climate.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Fishing-aquaculture-in-a-changing-climate_DIFCO2024.pdf
https://ocean-climate.org/en/on-july-4th-the-ocean-climate-platform-and-ioc-unesco-celebrate-a-decade-of-commitment-to-the-ocean-climate-and-biodiversity/
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Jury member of the Brilliant Blue Challenge

• STEM Education program empowering 
youth, supporting employers, and 
fostering economic growth in the global 
blue economy

• Jury of the Marine Autonomous Systems 
theme

• Professional proficiency: the point of 
view of an oceanographer & marine 
technology professionals

• Inter-generational mixing: being inspired 
by the next generations (ages 12-18)
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Engagement in the Industry & Networking:
• The importance of being visible: 50% seeking 50% being asked
• A balance between skills and navigating professional network
• Conferences, networking events, ambassadorships
• This very opportunity came from being visible on the network Blue Bio Match !
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Thank you for your attention !

francoise.meyer.pro@gmail.c
om

Let’s
connect !

Questions & 
collaboration 

opportunities ?
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3min. Intro round. In which sector do you work?

3min. Collect our ideas individually on Post-its. -> 1 idea = on 1 post-it

10 min. Discuss the solutions

7 min. Decide on the answer agreed in the group

Table 1 - Why do you think the Blue Economy sector is still not well-known?

Table 2 - How can we inspire more young people to engage with the Blue Economy?

Table 3 - What is your request to educators to help further develop the Blue Economy?

Table 4 - How can ocean literacy be integrated into education?
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Thank you!
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